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Protection & Advocacy under the 
Help America Vote Act (HAVA)

DRMS advocates:

* Provide voting rights training
* Conduct polling site surveys
* Host a hot-line on election days 
* Provide information to election officials
* Participate with other P & A’s to create 

innovative ideas to fight rights violations
* Advocate for the right of every person with a

disability to vote privately and independently.
* Advocate to ensure that voters with disabilities 

are not excluded when measures are being taken
to mitigate election day challenges due to Covid-19





National Disability Voter Registration Week is July 13-17, 2020  
This is a great time to plan on taking care of any registration issues you may have, such as registering for 

the first time, updating your address if you’ve moved, and checking in with your local circuit clerk to 
request an absentee ballot if need be.  Stay connected to DRMS and other disability organizations across 

the state to keep up with the latest info on any NDVRW events or activities. 



Challenge 1
Lack of Current & Correct Information:

*About registration and eligibility 

*About timelines, deadlines, and election dates 
in general

*About rights for assistance

*About how much a vote really does count –
what’s at stake for citizens with disabilities



• You must register to vote at least 30 days before election day!
• Go to:  http://www.sos.ms.gov/Vote/Pages/default.aspx

you’ll have to download, print, then mail in your application. 
• Call your local circuit clerk’s office for instructions or to schedule a 

time to go register in person. 
• Call DRMS and we can help – 1-800-772-4057
• You can register to vote at your Circuit Clerk's office, your 

Municipal Clerk's office, when you get your driver's license at the 
Department of Public Safety, or through the mail by downloading a 
voter registration form from our website and mailing it to your 
Circuit Clerk

http://www.sos.ms.gov/Vote/Pages/default.aspx


Important Dates for Voting in 2020
• Tue. June 23, 2020 – is an election day for Jasper and Jones 

county, as well as for the 2nd Congressional District. (Tunica, Coahoma, 

Panola, Quitman, Bolivar, Sunflower, Tallahatchie, Yalobusha, Greneda, Montgomery, Washington, Leflore, Carroll, Humphrey, 
Holmes, Attala, Issoquena, Sharkey, Yazoo, Leake, Madison, Warren, Hinds, Claiborne, Copiah, Jefferson)

• October 5, 2020 – You must be REGISTERED to vote by this day 
in order to vote in the Presidential Election in Nov. 

• If you are already registered, you may request your ABSENTEE 
BALLOT application on or after September 7, 2020.  Must be 
postmarked at least by Nov. 3, 2020. 

• Tue. November 3, 2020 – Presidential Election Day.

Don’t wait until the last minute! 



Eligibility
Guardianship?

While there may be good reasons for seeking that protection, 
one unintended side effect of declaring adults incompetent to 
deal with their own affairs may be a loss of voting rights. 
Don’t assume that is necessarily the case, though. In MS, a 
person only loses the right to vote if the judgement actually 
states them to be “non compos mentis” or if it specifically 
addresses losing the right to vote. 

TIP:
If you are ever told that you cannot cast your ballot, can’t vote, or someone tries to deny 
your vote – Your have the right to cast a provisional or affidavit ballot! Don’t ever leave, give 
up, or think you can’t vote. Always insist on casting your vote!



You have the right to vote privately and independently! 





Challenge 2
Physical & Attitudinal Barriers:

* Lack of transportation

* Inaccessible polling sites

* Barriers created by laws or practices that 
exclude or make the process more difficult

* Discriminatory attitudes by poll workers, family 
members, or service providers (whether they 
mean to be or not)



• JTRAN – Jackson metro area (601) 952-1000 or (601) 960-0725 – possible charge
• Coast Transit Authority - (228) 896-8080 – possible charge
• 5310 Elderly & Disabled Transportation program – Oxford/Lafayette cnty – (662)-232-2476 – free
• United Way’s “Ride United” transportation services – dial 211 – possibly free
• Mississippi M.O.V.E. – Jackson, Hattiesburg, Gulfport & maybe more - 662-205-6683(MOVE)
• Your local Area Agency on Aging office for transportation assistance
• MS Dept of Human Services – (601)359-4500
• Lyft and Uber may be offering free rides for elderly and disabled voters on election day

Lack of Transportation Often a Barrier to Voting

Transportation issues on Election Day impact anyone that does not 
have access to or cannot afford private or public transportation. 
This is complicated by a voter who needs accessible transportation 
or lives in a rural area. 

Potential Resources to check out:



• Parking

• Sidewalks and Walkways

• Entrances

• Hallways and Pathways

• Voting Areas

Common Physical
ADA Access 
Problems at Polling 
Places



Accepted Forms of  Photo ID in MS for Voting

• A driver’s license

• A government issued photo ID card

• A United States passport

• A government employee photo identification card

• A firearms license

• A student photo ID issued by an accredited Mississippi  

university, college, or community/junior college

• A United States military photo ID

• A tribal photo ID

• Any other photo ID issued by any branch, department, 

agency or entity of the United States government or any State 

government

• A Mississippi Voter Identification Card



Challenge 3-
Insecurity about the Process:

* Goes back to lack of information

* Unsure of rights

* Experienced discrimination

* Embarrassment 

* Underestimating the power of the vote 



Make A Plan!

Be aware of  any deadlines 

to register to vote and 

make sure you’ve 

registered.  Mark your 

calendar. 

Familiarize yourself  with 

the candidates and make 

a list of  who you are 

going to vote for in each 

race. 

Polling places sometimes 

change, so it’s a good idea 

to double check yours 

online. Find out where to 

vote at 

http://www.sos.ms.gov/P

ollingPlace/Pages/default

.aspx

How will you get there? 

Make plans for 

transportation.  The polls 

will be open from 7am to 

7pm. 

Have your ID ready to 

bring with you.  MS 

requires photo ID, so 

you’ll need it to vote. 

If  you will need help 

voting, already have plans 

on who you will bring 

with you to the polling 

site.  



Whyshould people with 

disabilities be concerned about 

taking part in voting?

• Elections determine the leaders that will be making 
important decisions about the communities in 
which we live.

• Leaders determine the policies that will make the 
changes and improvements needed.

• Voters determine who the leaders will be.

• Voters are determined by the voices of those who 
get out and vote!

• Voting is the most fundamental way to be a part of 
your community and have your voice heard, and 
it’s not a right that has come easily. 



Provisions and changes in response to Covid- 19
• House Bill 1521 – Has passed the House and Senate

• Recommendations to leaders by DRMS to ensure that voters with 
disabilities are not excluded from the conversation and 
considerations being made as changes are deliberated. 

Measures to take in order to address concerns if voting in person:

• Contact your local circuit clerk’s office at least a couple of weeks prior to the election day.  Ask about any polling site 
location changes. Make sure you’ll be going to the right place at the right time.

• Wear a mask. It’s a safety precaution for yourself and others.  
• Have your own hand sanitizer and use prior to voting, during voting, and after. Then wash your hands as soon as 

possible after you leave. (they may have sanitation stations available)
• Go to your polling site at a time of day that may be less busy.
• Follow any other social distancing measures they may have in place. 
• Use curb-side voting as an option if you need to.

No one should have to risk their health to vote



Additional Resources and links: 
• https://www.ada.gov/ada_voting/ada_voting_ta.htm

• https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/voting-rights/#i-am-a-voter-with-a-
disability

• https://my.lwv.org/mississippi

• https://www.up2uscampaign.com/

• https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/policy-solutions/how-protect-2020-
vote-coronavirus

• http://drmsvotes.org/

https://www.ada.gov/ada_voting/ada_voting_ta.htm
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/voting-rights/#i-am-a-voter-with-a-disability
https://my.lwv.org/mississippi
https://www.up2uscampaign.com/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/policy-solutions/how-protect-2020-vote-coronavirus
http://drmsvotes.org/


If  you experience a problem in any part of  the 

voting/electoral process, please reach out to 

DRMS at 1-800-772-4057 
or 

report the problem to the Election Protection 

hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE. 


