What is a TBI?
 A traumatic brain injury (TBI) is a blow

or jolt to the head or a penetrating head
injury that disrupts the function of the
brain. TBI is the leading cause of death
and disability in the US. Every year in
MS, over 6,000 TBIs are reported. In the
U.S., the figure is 1.4 million, with a TBI
occurring every 23 seconds. Of these
individuals, 50,000 will die and another
80,000 will be permanently disabled.

What causes Traumatic
Brain Injuries?
 In Mississippi, falls are the #1 cause of TBIs

followed by motor vehicle accidents and violence.
 Child abuse is the most common violent cause of

TBIs in infants and toddlers.
 Each year in the United States, 130,000 children

sustain bicycle–related brain injuries, and of
these, 900 die.

Leading Causes of TBIs in
the United States
 Falls (28%);
 Motor vehicle crashes (20%);
 Struck by/against events (19%); and

 Assaults (11%).

Brain Injuries in the Military
The number of U.S. troops
who have sustained brain
injuries in the Middle East
is reported to be over
200,000. Experts estimate
the incidence of TBI among returning service
members to be as high as 22%. The BIA of MS is
working actively with the VA hospitals in
Jackson and Biloxi, the Vet Centers in the state
and Camp Shelby to help our troops and their
families cope with the devastating effects of
this silent epidemic.

MS ATV Related Injury Facts
 There have been a total of 380 ATV crash victims seen at

UMC since January, 2004, and only 9% were wearing
helmets.

 The MS Department of Health reported 205 deaths in MS

from 1999–2008 as a result of ATV crashes. Over 40% of
those deaths were children and youth under the age of 22.

 State statistics show that for every ATV–related death, 3 to 4

victims are critically injured and about 25% have
debilitating TBIs. Of the ATV–related deaths in MS, four
out of five were not wearing helmets.

 Children under the age of 16 were twice as likely to be

injured or die as those individuals 16 and over.

Mississippi ATV Law
 Mississippi has one ATV law, which is the ATV
Safety Act, which states that children under
the age of 16 must wear an approved ATV
helmet while riding an ATV on public
property.
 A safety education certificate is required
unless the operator possesses a valid state

driver’s license.

What is a Concussion?
 A concussion is a brain injury

caused by a bump or jolt to
the head.

 Concussions can also occur

from a blow to the body that
causes the head to move
rapidly back and forth.

 Even a “ding,” “getting your

bell rung,” or what seems to
be a mild bump or blow to the
head can be serious.

Concussions in Sports
An estimated 3.8
million sports- and
recreation-related
brain injuries occur
in the U.S. each
year. Most of these
are concussions.

MS Youth Concussion Law
 Concussion education information shall be given to the

athletes, parents, coaches and officials prior to play or
practice in any organized sport in schools from 7th-12th
Grade.

 An athlete who reports or displays signs or symptoms of

a concussion in practice or a game should be removed
and should not be allowed to return to play or practice
for the remainder of that day.

 The athlete should be evaluated by a licensed, qualified

medical professional working within their scope of
practice. If an athlete is diagnosed with a concussion,
they cannot return to play or practice until they are
symptom-free.

.

What is the BIA of MS?
The Brain Injury Association of Mississippi,
created in 1987, is a private, non – profit
corporation serving people with traumatic
brain injury and spinal cord injury, their
families and the community. The Association is
a state affiliate of the Brain Injury Association
of America. We are funded through grants,
donations, membership dues and special
events.

Services Provided by BIA of MS
 TBI / SCI Support Groups
 800 Helpline.
 Resource Library
 Conferences / Workshops
 Community Education / Prevention
 Recreational Opportunities for Survivors

