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Accessibility Issues: Please visit the registration table for any issues                            
related to accessibility during the conference.  

Fragrance Free: Please refrain from wearing any fragrance in any form, 
including perfume, cologne, scented hand creams or body sprays/lotions.  

Talking During Sessions: We respectfully ask for no talking during the 
plenary session presentations. Even if sitting in the back of a room, this is 
very distracting to many. 

Cell Phone Etiquette: We respectfully request that you show 
courtesy to your presenters and fellow attendees by placing your 
phone on silent during any presentation. If you must take a 
call, go in the hallway to talk. 

Conference Buddies: If you requested a conference buddy during registration, 
please notify a staff member at the registration table. 

Hangout Room: Need to rest, chill out, or hang out with a friend for a moment? We 
have designated the Hangout Room (Top Floor - Port Gibson Room) for adults of all 
ages who need to take a short break from attending conference activities. To 
accommodate more conference guests, time limit for the Hangout Room is        
15 minutes. No attendant care is provided.  

Continuing Education: Sign up at the continuing education table at the beginning 
of the conference. Any required continuing education evaluation forms will be 
available at the end of each session from a room moderator.  

Conference Evaluation: Overall conference evaluation forms are located inside the 
conference bag you received at registration. Completed forms must be returned to the  
registration table by 11 a.m. on Friday, June 14, for a chance to win a special door 
prize.  You will receive a ticket.  

BINGO Cards: Exhibitor BINGO cards are due by 11 a.m. on Friday, June 14. Please 
write your name on the card and  return them to the registration table for a 
chance to win a special door prize. 

Room Temperature:  Please bring a jacket or sweater if you are cold-natured.  
Temperatures may vary from room to room. 

 

General Information 
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Continuing education is a separate registration which is required at the beginning of the conference.  
Sign in and receive an envelope to place your completed evaluation forms. Room moderators will 
provide evaluation forms at the end of each breakout and plenary session. SIGN IN AND OUT 
EACH DAY. Return the envelope on Friday by 12:15 p.m. and sign out. 

The following hours have been applied for.  Visit the continuing  education table for details. 

Discipline Hours 

Certified Rehabilitation Counselor (CRCC) 7 

Continuing Legal Education (CLE) 4 

DMH IDD Therapist 7 

DMH Licensed Administrator 7 

DMH Mental Health Therapist 7 

DMH  Peer Support Specialist 7 

Social Work 7 

Teacher Education  .7 

Continuing Education 

Respite Room 



 

 

Agenda at a Glance 

3 - 6 pm Registration  Lobby 

3 - 6  pm Exhibitor Setup Regency and Imperial Halls 

6 - 8 pm FAMILY GAME NIGHT!                                                                  Cabana 

 Breakfast (on your own)   

7:30 am - 4:30 pm Registration  Lobby 

8:30 am - 4:30 pm Respite Room    Top Floor  - Penthouse Ballroom  

10 am - 4:30 pm Hangout Room (for adults) Top Floor  - Port Gibson  Room 

8:30 - 10:30 am Welcome to the MegaConference! Grand Ballroom 

 Julie Hocker, Commissioner,  
Administration on Disabilities 

 

 Rick Courtney - Mississippi ABLE Program         Grand Ballroom 

10:30 - 11 am Break - Visit exhibitors and sponsors 

11 am - 12 pm   Breakout Sessions - See Page 6 

12 - 12:30 pm Break - Visit exhibitors and sponsors 

12:30 - 1:30 pm Awards Lunch and Ceremony 

1:30 - 2 pm Break - Visit exhibitors and sponsors 

2 - 3 pm   Breakout Sessions - See Page 7 

3 - 3:30 pm Break - Visit exhibitors and sponsors 

3:30 - 4:30 pm  Breakout Sessions - See Page 8 

4:30 pm Respite Room and Hangout Room Close 

4:30 - 6:30 pm Dinner (on your own) 

6:30 - 9:00 pm Evening Celebration Gala!         Grand Ballroom 
A festive event with DJ, dancing, snacks, and fun.  

Wednesday, June 12, 2019 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 
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8:30 - 9:30 am    Breakout Sessions - See Page 9 

9:30 - 10 am Break - Visit Exhibitors and Sponsors                           

10-11 am Russell Lehmann  - Triumph: Overcoming the Odds    Grand Ballroom 

11 - 11:45 am Kebra Moore  - Call to Action!                                                 

11:45 am - 12 pm MegaConference Closing/Final Door Prizes 

8:30 - 9:30 am Respite Room  and Hangout Room (Closes early to hear plenary speakers) 

7:30 am - 12:30 pm Registration                                                                                                            Lobby 

 Breakfast (on your own) 

Friday, June 14, 2019 

Thursday Plenary Speakers 
Julie Hocker joined the Administration for Community Living (ACL)  as the 
Commissioner of the Administration on Disabilities on October 1, 2018. Hocker 
brings to the role extensive experience in operational process improvement, 
risk management, and effectiveness assessment. Ms. Hocker joins ACL from 
the Charles Koch Foundation, where she served as a senior manager since 
2016. In that role, she led several key initiatives to improve the foundation’s 
operations, including development of an integrated technology and data        
solution for fundraising, grant making and expenditures; redesigning process 
to improve investment tracking and enable better analysis of effectiveness; and 
creation and implementation of risk-management processes. Previously, she 
served in a variety of roles with The Vanguard Group and as an analyst for the 
Administration for Children and Families. In addition, she has been a senior 
policy fellow for the Center for Human Dignity at the American Conservative 
Union Foundation since 2015. Ms. Hocker earned an undergraduate degree in 
economics and political science from St. Mary's College of Maryland and    
Master of Business Administration from the Kenan-Flagler Business School    
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  

Richard A. (“Rick”) Courtney has practiced law since 1978 and is a founding 
partner of the Jackson law firm of Frascogna Courtney, PLLC, where he chairs 
the Courtney Elder Law Associates planning group. His primary areas of     
practice are: elder law, public benefits law (Medicaid, Medicare and SSI),     
personal asset protection and estate planning, trusts and trust administration, 
special needs planning for persons with disabilities, guardianships and         
conservatorships, nursing home and disability rights, and probate                     
administration. Mr. Courtney serves as Chairman of the Mississippi ABLE   
board. 
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Thursday  11 am - 12 pm                          

Your Right to Vote: Why it Counts! 
Presenters: Shirley Walker-McKinnis and Greta Martin 
 
Disability Rights MS voting rights coordinator and a civil rights attorney will 
present information in a dynamic format with the goal of providing information 
to equip people with disabilities to feel more confident in their voting activities; 
providing some history about the fight for their right to vote and some back 
story on ways in which their vote has been blocked. Voter ID Law, curb side 
voting, the voting rights act, and the registration process will be a part of the 
presentation, as well as how a vote is Your voice!  

Cabana 

Social Security Disability and SSI Work Incentives 
Presenter: Janice Buckley 
 
The presenter will explain to the audience the difference between SSDI and SSI 
disability benefits. She will provide an overview of the work incentives available 
under each program.   

Grand 
Ballroom A 

Partnering in Your Child’s Care:  ADA, Olmstead, and EPSDT -  
What do These Mean to me? 
Presenter:  Dr. Joy Hogge 
 
Nobody knows their children better or is more devoted to advocating for them 
than their families. This presentation gives families and others working with 
children an overview of civil rights laws related to mental health and Medicaid 
and what those laws mean to help children to live in their homes and 
communities. Relevant rights will be reviewed, as well as tips for partnering 
with providers. 

Diplomat         
I & II 

Workforce Development Through Private Enterprise in the 
Classroom 
Presenter:  Selena Swartzfager 
 
The Mississippi Council on Economic Education has experienced success with 
teachers and students in the special education classroom via seed funding of 
classroom-based businesses. This session will describe the training classroom 
teachers received to successfully start and manage classroom-based businesses 
where students were allowed the opportunity to develop skills needed 
personally and in the workplace.  Future opportunities for schools to access 
seed funds for this purpose will be discussed. 

Wellington’s 
Dining Room 

Breakout Sessions 
Some presentations are available at www.msmegaconference.org.  
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Therapeutic Recreation as a Related Service in Public School Special 
Education 
Presenters: Dr. Rick Green and Tatum Davis 
 
This session will focus on therapeutic recreation as a related service in special 
education classrooms. The speakers will discuss the application of therapeutic 
recreation as a three-tiered service delivery program designed to deliver a wide 
range of therapeutic recreation services that meet the defining requirements of 
a related service in special education. The session will conclude with the 
presentation of exemplary innovative programs and a discussion of the 
application of services in individual classrooms.  

Cabana 

From Parents to Partners: What Parents Need to Know 
Presenters: Augusta Bilbro and Natasha James-Roberts 
 
Coordination of care across settings permits an integration of services centered 
on the comprehensive needs of children and families, leading to decreased 
health care costs, reduction in fragmented care, and improvement in the child 
and family experience of care. The Mississippi State Department of Health’s 
Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs program director will 
discuss an initiative to increase parent engagement statewide. 

Grand 
Ballroom A 

Supported Decision-Making as an Alternative to Guardianship 
Presenter: Kim Duffy 
 
An overview of supported decision-making and of our state's guardianship laws 
will be provided. The presenter will explain the difference between substituted 
versus supported decision-making, outline the need for alternatives to 
guardianship, and explain how less restrictive options can be (and should be) 
considered before filing for a court appointed guardianship.  Self-advocates, 
family members and service providers will all benefit from the presentation. 

Diplomat          
I & II 

Transition and Youth Career Services 
Presenter: Laurie Sherill 
 
Pre-employment transition and transition services are an effective way to assist 
both potentially eligible and vocational rehabilitation eligible students with a 
disability, ages 14 - 24, in realizing their potential to achieve a successful 
employment outcome. The Mississippi Department of Rehabilitation Services’ 
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, in a joint partnership with educators, 
parents, and students are striving to work together to identify, plan, and reach a 
post-secondary goal and/or a goal in competitive, integrated employment.  

Wellington’s 
Dining Room 

Breakout Sessions 

Some presentations are available at www.msmegaconference.org.  

Thursday  2 - 3 pm                                                              
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Join the Chat! Pressing the Start Button on Live-Streaming 
Presenter: Tyler Johnson 
 
This session provides an interactive overview of the Operation Aptitude Gaming 
program at The University of Southern Mississippi Institute for Disability 
Studies. We will discuss the creation of the program, the benefits of 
participating in live-streaming as a recreational activity, and ways to utilize 
streaming platforms like Twitch and YouTube to promote self-advocacy and 
disability awareness.  

Cabana 

Parenting on the Spectrum 
Presenter: Andrea Riley 
 
For many parents of children on the autism spectrum the first thought after the 
initial diagnosis is "What do I do now?” Understanding the next steps is vital in 
ensuring success for the child and the parent on this journey. The importance of 
understanding the journey of autism in home, school and everywhere in 
between for parents helps the child live their life to the fullest. Understanding 
how to help your child and family work through meltdowns and sensory issues 
with autism will help your child live a productive, fulfilling life.  

Grand 
Ballroom A 

Service Dogs and Therapy Animals: More Than Pets 
Presenter:  Brad Essary 
 
We will share a real look at how service dog Jet has worked to help our son who 
has autism but also some of the struggles along the way.  We will discuss the 
process we went through to get him and how you could do the same.  We will 
also cover ADA laws related to differences in service animals and therapy 
animals. 

Diplomat       
I & II 

Mississippi’s New Job Skills Trainer Manual 
Presenters: Mike Montgomery, Faye Culpepper, Jerry Lewis, and Jennifer 
Fulcher 
 
Nine organizations and state agencies concerned with the employment of people 
with disabilities came together to align their philosophies, processes, and 
training for people who receive job supports. This effort funded by the 
Mississippi Council on Developmental Disabilities resulted in a Job Skills 
Trainer Manual. Attendees will hear from The Arc of Mississippi, Mississippi 
Department of Mental Health, and Mississippi Department of Rehabilitation 
Services regarding how consensus was reached to form a single training guide.  

Wellington’s 
Dining Room 

Breakout Sessions 
 

Some presentations are available at www.msmegaconference.org.  

Thursday  3:30 - 4:30 pm                                
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Recognizing the Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s Disease 
Presenter: Kathy Van Cleave 
 
Alzheimer's disease affects 1 in 10 older adults and is an ever growing public 
health concern. This presentation will review basic warning signs of Alzheimer's 
disease, discuss communication and behavioral management strategies, and 
explore manifestations of the disease process in persons with Down syndrome.  
Resources will be reviewed as well.  

Cabana 

Hidden Behind Intellectual Disabilities [Substance Abuse] 
Presenter: Shane Garrard 
 
Often times the world of substance abuse is never discussed when dealing with 
intellectual disabilities. These individuals are often preyed upon or have 
families that are involved with substance use. This makes for the perfect storm 
in a world which is pressuring systems to transfer to more home services. These 
circumstances make for a set of unique challenges for the clinician and those 
needing services. This workshop will demonstrate how to create an 
environment conducive to recovery without creating more traumas, while 
ensuring safety.  

Grand 
Ballroom A 

ADA Accommodations for College Students and Parents 
Presenter:  Micah Dutro 
 
More people with disabilities are pursuing a college education than ever before. 
New college students and their parents are often unprepared for the differences 
between the IEP process in K-12 education and the ADA process in the college 
setting. This presentation will give new college students, prospective college 
students, and their parents the information they need to protect their rights and 
ensure equal access to educational opportunities after high school. 

Diplomat         
I & II 

Steps for Success:  Making IEP Meetings Work 
Presenter:  Leslie Junkin 
 
Parents often leave their child’s IEP meeting feeling as if their concerns were 
not heard or addressed and that nothing has changed. The information covered 
in this training addresses some of the mistakes parents may be making and the 
steps to making IEP meetings more successful. Parents will learn tips on how to 
avoid these pitfalls in the future which should lead to more productive meetings 
and better outcomes for their child. 

Wellington’s 
Dining Room 

Breakout Sessions 
Some presentations are available at www.msmegaconference.org.  

Friday   8:30 - 9:30 am                               
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Friday Plenary Speakers 

Russell Lehmann is an award-winning and internationally recognized        
motivational speaker, poet, author and advocate whose words have been    
featured in the USA Today, LA Times, NPR, Yahoo! News and archived in   
the Library of Congress, reaching over 20 million people worldwide, from  
Argentina to Norway, Lebanon to Australia. 

Russell happens to have autism, and he sits on the Nevada Governor’s    
Council on Developmental Disabilities, is a board member for the Autism  
Coalition of Nevada while also chairing their statewide Youth Advisory    
Committee, a committee member for the Nevada Commission on Autism 

Spectrum Disorders, is a founding member of the Kulture City Speaker’s Bureau, an organization 
which spreads awareness and acceptance about autism, and is the Youth Ambassador for the mayor 
of Reno, Nevada, Hillary Schieve. 

Russell showed signs of autism as a newborn, however he was not formally diagnosed until the age 
of 12 after suffering through 5 weeks in a lock down psychiatric facility. In 2011 Russell wrote a 
book titled “Inside Out: Stories and Poems from an Autistic Mind” which was featured in the LA 
Times, earned an Honorable Mention at the 2012 NY Book Festival, read by Temple Grandin and 
won the award for Literary Excellency at the 2013 International Autistic People’s Awards in Van-
couver, Canada.   

Russell’s new book “On the Outside Looking In” is his story of overcoming the odds and achieving 
immense personal growth. Exposing his vulnerabilities and painful personal experiences, he relays 
the many lessons learned and insights gained throughout the circumstances in his life.  

Russell currently travels the country spreading hope, awareness, acceptance, belief and tolerance 
while also setting his sights on erasing the stigma and stereotypes that come with having a             
disability. Russell’s passion is to be a voice for the unheard, for he knows how difficult and          
frustrating it is to go unnoticed. 

Visit Russell’s website at www.TheAutisticPoet.com for contact information, motivational videos 
and booking information. You can also look him up on Facebook, Twitter, and follow him on        
Instagram at autism_advocate_. 

Kebra Moore - As a songstress, writer, and musician today you can 
find Kebra traveling throughout the U.S. on various motivational speaking 
campaigns and singing engagements. Her slogan, Ability Not Disability, 
speaks to her life of not making excuses but seizing opportunities. As Ms. 
Wheelchair Mississippi 2013 Kebra has made it her mission to raise    
awareness not only for service members or people with  physical or mental 
disabilities,  but also for addressing the youth and young women through-
out America.  

She even gained national acclaim as being the cover girl of triumph and success. Her debut single 
“Beautiful,” which she also appeared on BET, Impact TV, TCT Network, Atlanta Live, Babbie’s 
House and TBN captures the beauty in all humanity. Visit Kebra’s website at www.kebramoore.net  
for more information about her life and music! 
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www.mscdd.org           601-359-6238 

 www.drms.ms             1-800-772-4057 

www.usm.edu/disability-studies    
 

1-888-671-0051 

www.epilepsy-ms.org     601-936-5222  

www.lifeofms.com         601-969-4009 

MegaConference Planning Committee Organizations 

www.arcms.org          601-355-0220                            

www.msccd.org   601-969-0601 

www.faams.org        1-800-833-9671 

www.msbia.org      1-800-444-6443 

www.msparalysis.org  601-326-2654           

www.rem-ms.com      601-939-0394 

www.pbmhr.org   601-450-0431  
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Exhibitors 

Butler Human Services Furniture 

Canopy Children's Solutions 

Catheter Caddy, LLC 

Central Mississippi Planning & Development District 

Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation 

Committed Care Personal Care Services 

Family First Braille 

Families as Allies 

Handicapable Vans, Inc. 

Holmes Community College 

Kevin Willis 

Mississippi Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

Mississippi Community Education Center 

Mississippi Department of Child Protective Services 

Mississippi Paralysis Association 

Mississippi Person Centered Planning Initiative - USM 

Mississippi Relay 

Mississippi State Department of Health - Oral Health 

Mississippi Youth Wheelchair League 

Mobility Medical 

Molina Healthcare of Mississippi 

NAMI Mississippi 

Pine Belt Mental Healthcare Resources 

Professional Medical Fulfillment, Inc. 

Project START/MDRS 

QBS, Inc. 

Regions Bank 

Social Security Administration 

Therap Services 

 U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission  
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The mission of REM Mississippi is to offer innovative, high-quality services and supports that lead  
to growth and independence, regardless of the physical, intellectual or behavioral challenges an 
individual faces. Our philosophy emphasizes partnerships with those we serve, their  families, our 
employees, and a multidisciplinary team of support professionals, including physicians, social    

workers and other partners–in an effort to help individuals shape the direction of their own lives. REM Mississippi has been     
providing community based residential and day program support for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities  
since 2014.  As a partner with The MENTOR Network, we have access to resources of a national organization.               

  Learn more about REM Mississippi at www.rem-ms.com or call 601-939-0394. 
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MegaConference Meeting Rooms 
 

 Top Floor:   Respite Room (Penthouse Ballroom) 
     Hangout Room (Port Gibson Room) 
 
 Main Level:  Lobby (Registration) 
     Grand Ballroom  
     Wellington’s Dining Room 
     Diplomat I & II 
     Cabana 
 
 

No meetings will be held in Amphitheater I & II. 


